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REPORT ON THE WEST POINT ALUMNI FOUNDATION, INC. 


Complaints from Government contractors selling to the Army and 
Air Force have come to the attention of the committee, because of 
solicitation carried on by the West Point Alumni Foundation, Inc. 
Most complaints centered around a letter handed to the subcommittee 
by Hon. Gerald Ford, Member of Congress from Michigan, which had 
been given to him by a constituent. The letter is as follows: 


West Point ALUMNI FOUNDATION 
1825 K STREET NW: 
WASHINGTON 6, D. €. 


August 8, 1950 
OFFICERS 
President 
Brig. Gen. C. L. Fenton 
Vice President 


BOARD OF GOVERNORS 
Col. J. W. Riley 
E. B. Bellinger 


Col. J. A. MeNulty 
Col. H. W. Wagner A. A. Klein 
Secretary- Treasurer Col. G. B. Finnegan 
Maj. Gen. R. M. Danford 


Lt. Col. W. L. Kost 
Dear Mr. 


Frankly we are a bit concerned that we have not received an answer to our 
letter of June 14, 1950. The world picture is undergoing a drastic and unhappy 
change. Our country again has its armed forces in combat, and will see to it with 
certainty that they are provided with the tools essential to victory. 
purchases of vast quantities of military supplies and equipment. 

Under the mobilization plans of the Department of Defense over 30,000 indus- 
trial plants of the Nation have been earmarked for war production. Over 20,000 
of these are in the small-business category. 

Under the circumstances it is felt that it would be advantageous to you to 
keep your name and business before the group which represents such a vast 
purchasing power. This can be done in no better way than by an advertisement 
in our Register of Graduates, a publication that is a constant reference book for 
thousands of officers of all ranks. In this way you would be getting a package 
deal to the top men in the Air Force, the Ordnance, Quartermaster Corps, Chemi- 
cal Corps, Signal Corps, and all the combat arms as well. 

The Register has become so useful and valuable that it receives the constant 
cooperation and support of all agencies and individuals in the Army and Air 
Force. Moreover, our advertisers have stayed with us year after year and have 
thus cooperated in making it the succéssful publication that it is today. 

If you are without a miscellaneous budget upon which you may draw, we shall 
be glad to defer payment so that it can be included in your 1951 budget. We are 
enclosing our advertising form and would be happy indeed to include the * * * 
in the 1950 edition which comes from the press this fall. 

Very truly yours, 


This means 


R. M. Danrorp, 
Major General, USA, Retired, 
Secretary- Treasurer. 
Enclosure. 
Ten thousand of these letters were sent to Government suppliers 
and contractors or those seeking contracts. 
At the outset it must be carefully noted that WPAF is not in any 
way associated officially or legally with the United States Military 
Academy or with the Association of Graduates of that Academy. It 
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keep~their pocketbooks insulated from their enthusiasm for the old 
school. 

The funds of the Delafield Foundation are used for refresher and 
cramming courses for prospective students, whose presence at the 
Academy will, in the opinion of the foundation, contribute something 
to its athletic successes. It is not to be inferred that the WPAF has 
gotten into that business. 

The history of the WPAF for the past 5 years does not show any 
marked degree of success, financially—certainly none to justify the 
optimism of the founders, that the production of these documents 
would create a fund which could be used for educational purposes. 
In fact, the organization has just about broken even. But, neverthe- 
less, the secretary always managed to get his pay of $5,000 per yea 
And the legal advisers got $150 each year. An occasional honorarium 
appears to have been awarded to a worthy alumnus who corrected 
some addresses of ancient vintage and puttered around in things of 
that sort. That seems to be the extent of the earnings and the extent 
of the persons who profit from the foundation. 

The other officers and directors just seem to meet from time to time 
and deliberate. In fact, the president with a degree of chagrin com- 
plained that this undertaking had cost him $100 a year out of his 
own pocket. No doubt there is need for these deliberations from the 
board of directors, but perhaps there is more occasion for meditation. 
In any event, the minutes of the board do not reveal any stupendous 
problems which the board was required to resolve. And the manage- 
ment has actually been turned over almost entirely to the secretary 
who, in turn, passed much of his responsibility to the publisher. 

While the board and the secretary waxed enthusiastic about what 
they hoped to accomplish by this educational media, they have not 
expressed their faith in its usefulness by making any personal financial 
contributions toward its good work. In fact, by deliberate design, 
the privilege of participating in this lofty undertaking is especially 
reserved by the foundation for Government contractors, actual and 
prospective. 

When the letter which we have reproduced was uttered, it drew a 
rebuke from General Vandenberg, Chief of Staff of the Air Force, 
which is as follows: 

DEPARTMENT OF THE AiR ForcE, 
HEADQUARTERS UNITED Srates Arr Force, 
Washington 25, D. C. (undated 
Maj. Gen. R. M. Danrorp, USA, Retired, 


Secretary- Treasurer, West Point Alumni Foundation, 
1825 K Street NW., Washington 6, D. C. 


Dear GENERAL Danrorp: My attention has been drawn to a letter of solici- 
tation of advertising over vour signature in behalf of the Register of Graduates. 

The thought has been expressed that vour letter might be interpreted as sug- 
gesting that advertising in the Register would exert an influence over Air Force 
procurement personnel. 

[ know it is not your purpose to do any injury to the good name of service pro- 
curement personnel or the policies under which they operate. However, I feel 
you would like to know that your letter has been misconstrued in some quarters 
and it is with only this thought in mind that I call it to your attention. 

Sincerely, 


Hoyt S. VANDENBERG, 
Ch ief of Staff, United States Air Force. 
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was formed by a small group of graduates for purposes which are 
herein discussed. It is because of the unfortunate linking of the 
names that we have made this report. 

The committee examined the files, records, and correspondence of 
this corporation and interrogated its officers, and finds: 

The West Point Alumni Foundation, Inc., is a nonprofit 
corporation, organized in Maryland in 1945 and maintaining an 
office in New York City. The rent of this is paid by a publisher 
with whom it has a contract. It maintains an address in Wash- 
ington, D. C., which consists of lettering on the door of the same 
publisher. 

The stockholders and the directors (except for a single 
clerical employee) are retired or resigned graduates of the United 
States Military Academy. 

The stated purpose of the organization is “educational.” 
The officers assured the committee that it was conceived with 
such an intent. So far, ifs activities have not been distinguished 
by any contribution to the fund of knowledge of the alumni. 
These activities have centered around publishing a list of grad- 
uates with rank, service, and home addresses, a most com- 
mendable compilation of information. 

It also publishes a quarterly magazine which is distributed to the 
undergraduates and some other subscribers. 

It publishes the programs which are used in athletic contests at 
the Military Academy. At one time all of these publications were 
handled by the same company; but the Superintendent of the Academy 
bridled at the quality of one of the programs and that work was 
thereupon placed on a little higher plane. However, the foundation 
still enjoys a contract for distribution and sale of programs, and it 
divides the profits between itself and the Athletic Association of the 
Academy. Just why this arrangement is necessary or what useful 
purpose it serves is not apparent. 

The principal publication is the Register of Graduates; and it 
seems, also, to have been the source of most of the complaints. It is 
printed under a long-term contract (recently renewed under an option) 
and it is paid for out of the advertising. The advertisements are sold 
on a commission basis. The net proceeds after commissions defray 
the cost of printing the Register and the money over and above print- 
ing costs are then divided equally between the publisher and the 
foundation. The alumni themselves subscribe to one or several of 
these ventures; but the public buys the programs at the athletic 
contests. 

There may be a general opinion that the funds of this foundation 
were to be devoted to furthering the athletic program of the Academy. 
That is not the case. And while that may have been one of the secret 
objectives of the edue ational program it never got enough money 
after paying the secretary’s salary to make any contribution. 

The committee learned, however, that there is a small sum tucked 
away at a bank at Newburgh, N. Y., in the name of the Delafield 
Foundation. The president of the WPAF is also the president of 
that foundation. 

The donors to the Delafield Foundation are not identified; but they 
do include the organizers of WPAF. The latter have managed to 
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The secretary of the foundation then admitted that ‘the wording of 
the letter was unfortunate’; but was quite happy that of all 10,000 
letters which had been sent out, there were only 3 written complaints. 
He ‘‘took care of them” by promising to be more careful in the future. 

One such letter drew a blistering condemnation from a manufactur- 
ing company president who sat down and delivered a very needed 
caution. But there has been widespread doubt among the recipients 
concerning the kind of people and the operations of this foundation. 

A colonel in the Judge Advocate Office of the Air Foree who did not 
graduate from the Military Academy we hope has not suffered any 
misfortune because he was critical of the solicitation carried on. 

As the protests mounted, General Marshall took his valuable time 
in June of 1951 to admonish the secretary of the foundation as follows: 


Tue SecreETARY OF DEFENSE, 


Washington, June 25, 19651. 
Maj. Gen. R. M. DanFrorp, 


West Point Alumni Foundation, 
1825 K Street NW., Washington 6, D. C. 


DrEar Danrorp: A Member of Congress has forwarded to me a photostatic 
copy of a letter to the president of the Blackmer Pump Co., of Grand Rapids, 


Mich., dated August 8, 1950, and signed by you as secretary-treasurer of the West 
Point Alumni Association. 


I am frankly distressed by the tone of the letter and by the fact that it should 
have been brought to the attention of a Member of the Congress under such cir- 
cumstances as to make him feel that an association which undoubtedly has been 
created to preserve the great traditions of the military service is being used in 
this manner. 


Undoubtedly the motivation in the publication of the Register of Graduates 
is to bring to all graduates of West Point an up-to-date record of the status and 
location of their classmates and colleagues. Obviously, any departure from that 


primary purpose which might cause criticism to be leveled at the Register is 
harmful. 


I know that I can’t speak as a graduate of West Point; but as one retired soldier 
to another, I solicit your advice and assistance in this problem which I think must 
be reflecting adversely on the entire military service. 

Faithfully yours, 


GrorGE C. MARSHALL. 


The sad and unexplained fact is that notwithstanding all of this, 
the foundation has never publicly repudiated the double entendre of 
the “packaged deal,’’ the suggestion that contracting officers refer to 
its Register in making awards, or the statement that the alumni will 
be “disturbed’’ by not finding business firms listed among its adver- 
tisers, all of which was carried over the signature of the foundation 
to 10,000 Government suppliers or prospective suppliers. 

The committee cannot understand why this form of solicitation 
and the offensive letter has never been officially repudiated to the 
10,000 people who received it. Subsequent events and the corre- 
spondence between the publisher and the secretary indicate that the 
organization was perfectly willing to profit by the pulling power, 
having squelched ‘‘the people who squawked.”’ 

While the language of the solicitation has been watered down, the 
organization seems to be skating around thin fringes hoping that the 
accelerated defense effort will open up a more lush field of suppliers 
whom they can with less effrontery tap for funds to preserve the 
addresses of graduates of the old school. 

The subtle and veiled suggestions contained in these solicitations, 
the double entendre, the coming out under the name ‘West Point” 
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to Government contractors, however delicately refined, should be 
stopped. 

High standards of conduct for persistent segments of the alumni 
will perhaps have to be safeguarded by legislation restricting the use 
of these names for the protection of the good name of the institution. 
The hapless and luckless cadet whose enthusiasm for athletic prowess 
and the ascendency of the Military Academy program gave them a 
distorted view of their obligation to the honor code were made to 
pay a frightful price for the transgression. But the cadets paid 
their debt in full and the honor of the Academy remains unsullied, 
to the general applause of the alumni. 

The same code of honor and integrity, where the good name of the 
Academy is associated with the adventures of small cells of alumni, 
will have to be placed under the supervision and discipline of the 
Superintendent of the Academy and not left to the carelessness of 
part-time enthusiasts who pass on their responsibility to promoters. 

While it is true that the legal title is the United States Military 
Academy at West Point, N. Y., nevertheless, the public generally, as 
do the graduates, use the name ‘West Point’’ in referring to that 
institution and all pertaining to it. 

The same observations are true with respect to the United States 
Naval Academy at Annapolis, Md. Even proud citizens of Maryland 
will concede that the people of the country generally understand 
that an “Annapolis man’’ is either a student or a graduate of the 
United States Naval Academy located there. 

The graduates of the Naval Academy publish a register, too. It 
seems to be that venture which launched the West Point Alumni 
Foundation in the same business; but the management and procedure 
is not quite the same. The history of that organization has been 
somewhat happier than that of its recent rival. But, nevertheless, 
that organization managed to wind up in a lawsuit with the same 
publisher hired by the West Point Alumni Foundation. The details 
of that lawsuit are not here and now important; except that it must 
be observed that lawsuits do not usually arise where business relation- 
ships are satisfactory; and it is quite apparent that ventures into this 
field which involves so many people and the integrity of an institution 
ought not to be undertaken by persons other than those of great 
discretion and responsibility. 


CONCLUSIONS 


The subcommittee will consider legislation to restrict by legal means 
the use of the name “West Point’’ and ‘‘Annapolis’”’ in any venture 
which can be identified with the service academies to such as are 
under the discipline and supervision of the superintendents of the 
Academies. Then “boys (old ones, too) can be boys” but there will 
be a firm and responsible hand for guidance to which the alumni, 
the public, and the Congress can look. 

The subcommittee regrets that the burdens of the Superintendent 
of the Military Academy must be increased by indiscreet and mis- 
guided alumni; but we suggest that he disassociate the Academy at 
West Point from all cone essions—as, for example, on the program— 


from such persons or organizations as are not under his supervision 
and direction. 
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The good name of the Academy, so hard won and preserved at great 
cost by the cadets, must be protected from meddlers, particularly 
those who are indiscreet enough to turn their jobs over to promoters 
and who fail to repudiate a cheap and tawdry solicitation of Govern- 
ment contractors. 

The newer versions of the solicitation are not much better. The 
same suggestions are contained in them, only better expressed. The 
point is that Government contractors are prospective suppliers to the 
Government ought not to be made game for the promoters. The 
Government pays the bill in the long run anyway. 

The amounts involved here are small and to permit the continuance 
of such practice is intolerable. The academies must not give aid or 
color to these enterprises by participating or affording the opportunity 
of participation in their activities by other than authorized personnel 
under their direct control. Left to themselves they probably will 
wither away to a most desirable ending. 

January 15, 1952. 

F. Epwarp Hépert, Louisiana, Chairman, 
O. C. Fisuer, Texas. 

EDWARD DEGRAFFENRIED, Alabama. 
L.. Gary CLEMENTE, New York. 
WiuuiaM J. Green, Jr., Pennsylvania. 
Criype Doytus, California. 

Cuarues H. Euston, Ohio. 

Jack Z. ANprERSON, California. 
Witiiam E. Hess, Ohio. 

W. Streruine Coir, New York. 

PauLt Cunnrneuam, Iowa. 

Approved January 18, 1952. 

Cart Vinson, Chairman. 
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